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POIRET’S CHALLENGE: A STUDY OF THE PATTERN AND TEXTILE OF HIS DRESS

Akiko FUKAL, Chief Curator, Kyoto Costume Institute

Paul Poiret’s dress of around 1922, housed by Kyoto Costume Institute, is a cylindrical two-piece dress,
which was popular in the 1920s. The textile was produced by Bianchini-Ferier and designed by Raoul
Dufy. The white and black pattern combining the leaves of tropical plants and human figures is based on
the four woodprints “Dance,” created by Dufy in 1910.

This print design has a remarkable feature: a border with plants and human figures positioned to
surround the black square at the center. This kind of design looks familiar to us, resembling square scarf
designs. Accordingly, it is highly possible that this textile was originally designed for scarves.

Making a dress with textile designed for scarves, not for dresses, may cause numbers of constraints in
pattern matching and required length of cloth. Nevertheless Poiret used this textile, maybe because he

enjoyed the challenge of working under those constraints.
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